
DEPARTMENT OF WAR EDUCATION ACTIVITY 
OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT 

EUROPE CENTRAL DISTRICT 
OPC 3 BOX 27 
APO AE 09021 

 March 3, 2026 

Dear Parents and Families, 

We want to inform you about an important update to the Department of War Education Activity’s 
2026–27 school calendar for our Europe and Pacific schools. 

Beginning next year, the academic calendar will shift so that the first semester will now end before 
winter break. This change is being made to better support instruction and provide a smoother 
transition for students and teachers heading into the second semester. 

Key Date Changes 

South Korea schools will begin three days earlier than schools in Japan and Guam. 

• First day of school for students: Wednesday, August 12, 2026

• Last day for students: Thursday, May 27, 2027

All other DoWEA Europe and Pacific schools will start and end on the following dates: 

• First day of school for students: Monday, August 17, 2026

• Last day for students: Wednesday, June 2, 2027

Four previously scheduled non-paid school holidays have been removed from the calendar. 
However, the non-paid holidays surrounding Thanksgiving will remain the same. 

You can view the full, updated 2026–27 calendar on the DoWEA website at 
https://www.dodea.edu/regional-calendars. 

Thank you for your understanding and support as we prepare for the upcoming school year. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to contact your school office. 

Sincerely, 

DR. LOUIS D’ANGELO 
DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT 
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